improving all existing, and constructing new, hydro-electric and
thermal stations. Cheap electrical power is the basic need of our
country. We are, therefore, doing our utmost to make it available
universally, and there is a considerable amount of work already in
progress. We expect our hydro-electric power to be doubled by the
end of this year and to be quadrupled by the beginning of 1952.
Another hydro-electric project is expected to be completed by the
end of 1952 and two other projects which are still in the investiga-
tion stage, by 1956-57. To supplement these supplies, we also pro-
pose to construct central generating stations at appropriate load
centres in East and West Pakistan, and are at present surveying for
the location of these stations. These projects are aimed at giving us
sufficient energy for our industrial requirements, for modernizing
our agriculture and for setting up a country-wide network of cot-
tage and small-scale industries which are necessary to supplement
the income of our rural population.
We are gradually transforming our system of transport by con-
verting steam engine railways to diesel, in order to be independent
of coal as far as possible. At the end of the war, the railway system
in East Pakistan had almost broken down because of the heavy
strain that it had borne during the war. A good deal of overhaul and
repair work has been done and arrangements for the purchase of
new broadgauge and metre gauge carriages and of diesel electric
locomotives are in hand. Work is also in progress on the port of
Chittagong which is the natural port of East Pakistan and whose de-
velopment is vital to the economic development of that area. In 1947
it could handle only a half-million tons of cargo in a year. Its
capacity has already increased to a million and three-quarter tons
and will go up to two million by the end of the year. The long term
plan which we hope to implement by 1953 provides for additional
jetties and wharves and a capacity of three million tons per year. A
secondary port is also being developed in East Pakistan, at Khulna,
Industrially Pakistan is backward. In the pre-partition days our
potentialities which are not inconsiderable were badly neglected.
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